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INTRODUCTION. 


I'o  the  Chnirman  aiul  Members  of  the  Ilalijeix  Roved 

Di  sfi’ief  Council. 


(tENTLKMEN, 

I liave  tlie  lionoiu'  and  pleasure  of  presenting 
you  witli  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your 
District  during  the  year  1894. 


The  District  boasts  a death-rate  whicli  is  lower 
than  it  has  been  for  many  years,  and  is  also  lower  than 

that  of  England  and  Wales  generally  for  1894. 

From  the  Report  you  will  see  that  much  good  work 
has  l)een  done,  and  done  tlioroughly,  almost  every  branch 
of  Sanita)y  work  receiving  its  due  share. 

You  will  find  in  places  recommendations  or  sugges- 
tions made  for  the  consideration  of  your  Council,  and 
these  I trust  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 


I have  to  thank  many  of  your  members  for  valuable 
assistance  and  support  given  in  tlie  days  of  the  now 
past  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 

I feel  confident  that  an  a})})eal  to  your  newly- 
constituted  Council  for  support  in  the  canwing  out  of 
my  work  during  the  })resent  year  is  unnecessary. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

jMEREDITH  YorXG. 


Rrtyhonsr,  A/tril. 


HALIFAX  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


ilcpovt  of  tbc  lllfbical  #ffvfcr  of  |)c:Utb 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Population. — At  tJie  1881  Census  tlie  population 
of  your  united  districts  was  8,320,  and  at  the  1891  Census 
8,414  ; estimating  by  logarithms  to  tlie  middle  of  1894, 
-I  have  calculated  it  to  he  8,457.  The  populations  of  the 
different  sub-districts  are  given  in  Table  IV.,  from  which 
3’-ou  will  see  that  in  Fixby,  Greetland  and  Norland  the 
population  has  ■pr()})r(hjy  decreased,  whilst  in  the  otlier 
sub-districts  it  has  increased.  The  net  increase 

for  the  wdiole  district  since  the  Census  of  1891  is  pro- 
bably" about  43. 

Density  of  Population. — Taking  the  average  of 
the  whole  district,  there  were  554  persons  to  the  square 
mile  in  1891,  or  at  the  rate  of  1-^-  acres  per  person  (1'15G 
acres  per  person,  to  be  accurate).  The  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  taken  as  a whole,  had,  in  1891,  891  persons 
per  square  mile,  or  0’718  acres  (3,484  square  yairds)  per 
person.  In  Table  IV.  y^ou  will  see  the  density  (expressed 
in  persons  per  square  mile)  of  each  sub-district. 

Births. — During  the  ymar  there  have  been  240  births, 
namely  119  of  males  and  121  of  females,  or  at  the  rate  of 
28 '3  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  pojmlation.  The 
birth-rates  in  the  sub-districts  show  naturally"  considerable 
differences,  the  highest  being  in  Norwood  Crecn  and 
C()l(!y,  where  it  was  327  ; Kixbv  (*omes  next  with  a I'ate 
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: and  (difton  next  witli  a I'ate  of  .‘’O'r)  ; SldcfMtat, 
Hartshead,  Norland,  and  (jii'cetland  fdllo^^■  on  with  rates 
of  :28'(j,  '27'(},  28'2,  and  21 '0  i‘cs[)octively.  The  I'atos  for 
))rcvioiis  _yoars  will  ho  seen  in  Tal)le  II. 

The  hirtli-rate  in  Eni>-Iand  and  Wale.s  generally  for 
181)4  was  29 T),  so  that  our  own  rate  would  a])])ear  veiy 
favourahle. 

Illei'itiniate  hirtlis  are  not  distinu'uislied  hv  tlie 

O O t 

Keg'istrars  in  their  returns  to  me,  so  that  I am  unahle  to 
o'ive  tliem. 

ir' 

Deaths.  Tliere  liavt'  heen  124  deaths  registered 
fr(tm  all  causes  during  the  vcair,  namely  (19  of  males  and 
55  of  females,  or  at  the  rate  of  14'G  per  Lliousaiul  of  tin; 
estimated  population.  Tin's  is  lower  than  the  average  of 
the  preceding  five  years,  as  a glance  at  Table  TI.  will 
show,  and  is  also  lower  than  the  rate  for  any  indi\  idual 
year.  It  is  also  considerahlv  lower  than  the  England 
and  Wales  death-rate  for  1894  (Ifi'd)  though  that  itself 
is  lower  than  it  has  l)een  for  many  years. 

Comparing  the  various  suh-disti  icts  in  this  res])ect 
(see  Table  V.)  we  find  Norwood  (Ireen  at  the  head  of 
the  list  with  the  very  low  death-rate  of  1 I'd  [)er  thousaml. 
In  oi'der  of  merit  the  otlnu'  distilc-ts  run  as  follows  : — 


Fixliy 

- 

- 

12-5 

Shircoat 

- 

- 

Id -2 

Norland 

- 

- 

14-1 

Hartshead 

- 

- 

14'd 

(Jlil’ton 

- 

- 

1 (;'9 

(rreetland  - 

_ 

- 

2 1 •(•) 

No  cori'cctioii  lias  heen  necessary  this  yiair,  as  in  pre\'ious 
years,  foi-  deaths  of  m m-ix'sidents  within  tlu'  distriet,  or 
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lor  (leatlis  outside  the  district  of  perscuis  belonging 
thereto. 


Classification  of  l>eaths  according  to  Age. 

((t)  Iiijuiif  Moiifditij.  od  (leatlis  have  occurred  at 
ages  under  one  yeai-.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  142  per 
thousand  registered  hirths^  and  implies  that  about  one 
seventh  of  the  children  born  have  not  survived  the  first 
year  of  life.  This  is  undouhtedly  a high  figure,  and 
shews  too  an  increase  on  last  year’s  record.  In  my 
xVnnual  Keport  for  181)8  1 commented  on  this  high 
infant  mortality,  and  mv  observations  made  during  181)4 
have  tended  to  confirm  the  opiiiions  therein  ex})ressed. 
1 \entured  the  opinion  then  that  many  infantile  deaths 
were  caused  by  improper  management  and  feeding 
resulting  from  parental  inex[)erience  or  neglect,  and  I 
suggested  the  printing  of  small  handbills,  giving  simple 
iiistructiims  on  these  matters,  the  Authority  to  supply 
these  to  the  Registrars,  who  would  give  one  to  each 
person  registering  a birth.  I again  suggest  this  measure, 
which  could  be  carried  out  at  a trifling  cost,  for  the  con- 
sideration  of  your  Council,  as  I feel  sure  its  adojition 
woubl  result  in  a eonsiderable  reduction  of  infantile 
iiKjrtality,  to  say  ludhing  of  the  prohable  immense  saving 
of  sickness  and  suffei'ing. 


[h)  At  a</eti  beticeeji  1 mid  o years. — 11)  deaths  have 
occurred  at  this  time  of  life,  making  a total  of  58  deaths 
of  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

1/  O 

(c)  J and  under  I~>  years  j each  of  these  age- 

1 peiiods  wi'  have  to 
((/)  jr>  ain/  liruler  JJ  years  ] ,,5^  d^atli.s. 


s 


(e)  25  and  under  65  years. — The  deaths  in  this 
age-pei'iod  liave  iiuiiibered  34,  but  of  course  the  fact  that 
a period  of  40  years  is  covered  must  be  remembered. 

(/)  65  and  upwards. — Here  we  liave  to  record  25 
deaths,  a very  good  percentage  of  the  total  deaths,  as  it 
indicates  that  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons 
who  had  reached  the  age  of  G5  at  least. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — These  have  numbered  about 
If  during  the  year.  The  number  is  uncertain,  as  some 
of  the  Reo'istrars  do  not  distiimuish  the  uncertified 

O O 

deaths  clearly. 

hiqxests. — There  have  been  five  inejuests  held  during 
the  year,  namely  in  the  two  cases  of  suicide  mentioned 
below,  in  two  cases  of  accidental  death,  and  in  one  other 
uncertified  death. 

Suicides. — There  have  been  two  suicides  durino-  the 

O 

same  period,  namely  one  from  hanging  and  one  from 
drowning. 


0 

TABLE  I. 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Death. 


^ Under  5 
years. 

Over  5 
years. 

1 All  acres. 

Class  T.  Zymotic'  Diseasms. 

! 

Onler  1. — Diftrases. 

1 

1 

1 

Chickenpox.  ... 

: 1 

; 0 

1 

Diphtlieria  ... 

; 1 

1 1 

») 

Meinbranoiis  Croup 

1 4 

0 

4 

Whoopi  no-  Coug-]i 

1 

5 

0 

5 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

2 

1 

O 

Class  TV.  Constitutional 
TTiskases. 

Rheuinatie  Fever 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer 

0 

8 

8 

Scrotiilous  Diseases 

0 

3 

•> 

• » 

Plithisis 

1 

6 

/ 

Class  Developmental 

Diseases. 

.Freiiiature  TTirtli 

o 

o 

0 

O 

> ) 

( )ld  atje 

0 

to 

10 

Class  VI.  Local  Diseases. 

Diseases  of  Nervous  Svstein 

10 

5 

1 5 

,,  (hrculatoiy  System  ... 

1 

8 

9 

,,  Tiespi  rat<  )r_y  Sy.stem  . . . 

14 

1 1 

25 

,,  J)io-estive  System 

2 

3 

5 

,,  ITrinary  System 

0 

3 

• > 

* ) 

Diseases  or  Accidents  of  Clnldltirtli 

0 

o 

O 

(.'lass  VIT.  VlcmENCE. 

Accidents 

0 

3 

3 

Suicide 

0 

o 

o 

Class  VIII.  Ill-Defined  and 
NOT  Specified  Causes. 

Debility,  Atropliy,  Inanition 

f) 

0 

0 

All  ( ItluM'S 

5 

•> 

w 

1 

Total 

53 

71 

124 

10 


TABLE  m. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


1 1 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  in  Various 
Sub=Districts. 

Clifton. — Births:  30  males  and  40  females,  or  at 
the  rate  of  30'3  per  tliousaiid  of  the  estimated  ])opida- 
tion.  Deaths:  25  males  and  14  females,  or  at  the  rate 
of  lf)‘0  })er  thousand.  Clifton  shows  a higher  infant 
mortality  than  the  other  sub-districts,  and  amongst  the 
deaths  are  numbered  one  from  membranous  croup  (a 
disease  very  closely  allied  to  diphtheria),  and  three  from 
whooping  cough.  Six  eases  of  scarlet  fever,  (jue  of  mem- 
branous croup,  one  of  typhoid  fever  and  one  of  puerperal 
fever  have  been  notified  to  me  during  the  year  in  this 
district. 

Fixby. — Births:  8 of  males  and  7 of  females,  or  at 
rate  of  31 ‘3  })er  thousand.  Deaths  : 5 of  males  and  1 of 
a female,  or  at  rate  of  12 '5  per  thousand.  The  largest 
number  of  deaths  in  this  part  of  the  district  has  been  at 
ages  of  65  and  upwards.  One  case  of  typhoid  fever 
connected  with  bad  drainage  and  an  impure  water  supply 
was  notified  to  mo.  These  insanitary  conditions  have 
been  remedied. 


Greetland. — Births  : 2 of  males  and  6 of  females, 
or  at  the  rate  of  2 TO  per  thousand.  Deaths  : 5 of  males 
and  3 of  females,  (jr  at  tile  rate  of  2CG  per  thousand. 
Three  eases  of  scarlet  fever  have  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year — all  (d‘  them  probably  imported  from 
adjacent  districts. 


Hartsheacl. — Births:  13  of  males  and  16  of 
females,  or  at  the  rate  of  27'6  per  thousaml.  Deaths: 
()  of  nu  lies  and  h of  females,  (jr  at  the  rate  of  f4'3  per 
thousand.  Two  deaths  have  been  due  to  di[)htheria  and 
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one  to  nicinbranous  croup.  Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
tliroc  of  (li])litliei‘ia,  one  of  incnibranous  crou]),  one  of 
typlioid  level’,  and  one  of  erysipelas  liave  been  broiig’bt 
to  my  notice  during  tlie  year  in  this  district. 

Norland.  Births  ; 20  of  males  and  12  of  females, 
or  at  the  rate  of  22’2  per  thousand.  Deaths:  1 0 of 
males  and  10  of  females,  or  at  the  rate  of  I4’f  per 
tlujiisand.  One  death  has  been  duo  to  typhoid  fever  and 
one  to  rheumatics  fevei’.  Two  cases  of  tvphoid  fe\  er  and 
one  of  erysipelas  have  been  reported  to  me. 

Norwood  Green  and  Coley. — Jiirths : 10  of 
males  and  L2  of  females,  or  at  the  rate  of  22'7  per 
thousand.  L)<‘aths  : 4 of  males  and  (J  of  females,  or  at 
the  low  rate  of  J f'3  })er  thousand.  t)ne  death  was  due 
to  typhoid  fever  which  was  undoubtedly  imported  from 
J Bradford.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  also  imported  from 
the  adjoining  district  were  reported  to  me. 

Skircoat. — Births:  30  of  males  and  2(5  of  females, 
or  at  the  rate  of  28'()  per  thou>and.  Deaths:  14  of 
males  and  12  of  females,  or  at  the  rate  of  13’2  per 
thousand.  Two  deaths  were  certilied  as  due  to  mem- 
branous croup  and  one  to  whooping  cough.  One  case 
of  erysipelas  — not  dependent  on  sanitary  defects  but 
c-onstitutional  in  character — was  reported  to  me  Irom 
Copley. 


1.5 


Total  for  com-  j 

billed  J3istriets  8457  'll  9 121  240  28-3  09  55  4 24  U'G 
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Sanitary  Work.  At  tlio  dose  of  18!)3  tlu' 
imisaiiees  ill  hand  ainouiited  to  13;  2U I oilier  iiuisaiic-es 
were  brouglit  to  light  during  the  year,  making  a total  of 
214  to  he  dealt  with  ; \77  ot  these  have  heen  abated,  and 
at  the  end  ot  181)4  there  v-ere  37  in  course  of  ahateincut. 
No  recourse  to  h'gal  proceedings  has  lieen  necessary,  this 
being  due  in  a large  measure,  I feel  sure,  to  the  fact  that 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a tlioi’oughly  practical  man, 
and  that  jiroperty  owners  will  lend  a willing  ear  to  a 
practical  man  where  they  would  siia])  their  hugers  at  a 
“ theoretical  ” man. 

In  conuection  with  the  nuisances  abated  14  hou.se- 
drains  have  heen  disconnected  during  the  year,  and  14 
covered  privy-middens  have  heen  constructed.  One  case 
of  overcrowding  has  lieen  remedied. 

In  connection  with  one  branch  of  the  .sanitary  work 
— Smoke  Abatement — I should  like  to  say  that  several 
observations  have  been  made  by  your  Insjiector,  but  no 
case  has  been  found  where  the  limit  of  ten  minutes  dense, 
or  twentv  minutes  moderate,  smoke  within  the  hour  has 
been  exceeded. 

I should  suggest  to  your  Council  the  advisability  of 
reducing  this  limit  by  one  half,  or  that  action  should  bi' 
taken  in  anv  case  where  the  emission  of  dense  black 
smoke  exceeded  hve  minutes  in  the  hour.  It  is  (piite 
[)ossible,  by  careful  stoking,  to  reduce  it  below  this  with- 
out the  use  of  any  snajko-cousuming  appliance,  and 
therefore  I do  not  considei'  it  an  uni'casonable  limit. 

Canal  Boats.  - I'he  length  of  canal  iti  youi-  dis- 
trict  is  34  miles,  distributed  as  follows: — 1^  mile  in 
Skircoat  and  Norland  ; ^ mile  in  t'lifton  ; 1 mile  in 
Hartshead. 
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During'  the  yo;ii‘  eleven  ean.-il  heats  liavi>  Ixaei 
inspeeted  hy  yonr  Sanitary  Inspector  and  f'onnd  in  a 
t'aii'ly  satisfactory  state.  (Contraventions  of  the  Acds 
were  found  on  three  boats,  but  no  legal  proeeedings  had 
to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  yet  these  remedied.  No 
oases  of  infections  disease  were  discovered  on  any  boat. 

Slaughterhouses.  -Four  of  tliese  ])laces  liave 
been  ins[)ccted  during  tbc  year  and  have  been  found 
somewhat  nnsatisbictoi-y.  That  belonging  to  the  (Jo- 
operative  Society,  situated  in  Clifton,  was  found  to  be  in 
an  excellent  sanitary  condition  with  the  exception  of  an 
accnmnlation  of  horns,  which  needed  more  frecpient 
removal,  and  some  minor  drainage  defect  in  the  baki*- 
honse  ; the  authorities,  however,  immediately  attemh'd 
to  these  matters. 

The  drainage  of  the  other  slaughterhouses,  which 
were  situated  in  Hartshcad,  was  far  from  satisfactory, 
and  the  limewashing  was  not  regularly  attended  to  ; tlu' 
sink  waste-water  from  a house  at  the  back  was  conducted 
alony  a channel  in  the  door  of  one  slanyliterhonse,  and 
beef  was  allowed  to  hang  for  several  days  ahovc'  the 
decom])osing  sediment  from  this  sewage.  And  this 
defect  was  discovei'cd  on  visiting  this  house  at  the  back 
of  the  slaughterhouse,  in  connection  with  an  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  which  had  occurred  there  1 

Bakehouses. — Two  bakehouses  have  been  un- 
earthed during  the  year,  and  both  were  found  to  be  W(‘ll- 
kept,  but,  huilt  against  the  wall  of  one  of  them,  two 
privies  and  a wet  and  uncovei'ed  ashpit  were  discovered. 
The  ownei-  was  given  the  choice  of  removing  the  bake- 
house oi'  the  privies  and  ashpits,  and  chose  the  forinei-. 
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Cowsheds.  'I’wciily  ciylit  eowslicds,  some  of’tlioiii 
with  milk  stores  acljoiiiiiiy,  wei’e  inspected,  and,  on  tlie 
wliolo,  were  found  satisfactory.  The  drainage  of  most 
of  tliem  was  rural  in  character  ; the  air-space  was  limited  ; 
the  limewashing  done  on  an  average  once  a year  ; the 
water  supply  generally  good  ; manure  disposal  was  })urely 
an  agricultural  or  economical  question,  from  which  sani- 
tary considerations  were  disdainfully  excluded.  All  this 
notwithstanding  those  who  had  charo’c  of  the  cowsheds 
we  visited  were  fully  alive  to  the  health  and  well-being 
of  their  cattle,  and  it  only  needed  a few  hints,  carefully 
chosen  and  adapted,  to  ensure  a good  deal  of  improve- 
ment being  carried  out. 

Unsound  Food.—  On  Deceml)er  2Gth  I was 
summoned  to  inspect  a carcase  of  meat  deposited  in  a 
private  slaughterhouse  at  Hartshead,  and  I pronounced 
it  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  and  had  it 
seized  and  carried  away  in  order  be  dealt  with  l)y  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  gave  an  order  for  its  destruc- 
tion. The  proprietor  of  the  slaughterhouse  said  that  he 
had  had  the  carcase  offered  for  sale  to  him  when  at  the 
Huddei'sfield  ^Market,  but  had  refused  to  buy  it ; how- 
ever, on  coming  home  the  same  evening  he  found  it  hung 
u])  in  his  slaughterhouse.  Tlie  police  had  obtained  the 
name  of  the  man  who  had  offered  it  for  sale,  and  the 
name  of  the  man  who  had  brought  it  ovei’  from  Fixby, 
wdiere  it  had  died  — or  been  killed,  to  Hartshead  ; 1 at 
once  visited  those  persons,  but  could  get  no  definite  iii- 
foi’ination  from  them. 

Mr.  Pell,  a Veterinary  Surgeon,  who  inspected  the 
carcase  early  on  the  following  morning  confirmed  my 
opinion,  and  suggested  that  it  had  died  from  parturient 
apo[)lexy. 


The  iiuitter  was  duly  reported  to  your  Council,  and 
your  Clerk  advised  that  as  it  was  a penal  case  and,  there- 
fore, had  to  be  proved  up  to  the  hilt,  proceedings  should 
not  be  taken,  so  many  obvious  courses  being  open  to  an 
unscrupulous  defendant.  Finally  your  Council  gave  the 
person  on  whose  premises  the  carcase  was  found  the 
alternative  of  being  summoned  or  })aying  all  the  expenses 
in  connection  with  the  case.  He  at  once  paid  the 
expenses. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Your 
Authority  has  carried  out  a large  amount  of  work,  com- 
paratively speaking,  in  this  direction  during  the  past 
year,  as  the  present  Summary  will  indicate  ; — 

Clifton — 200  yards  of  12  in.  Sewer  laid. 

Hartshead — 187  yards  of  12  in.  Sewer  laid. 

Do.  100  yards  ol  9 in.  Sewer  laid  and  Sew- 
ai>e  Tanks  constructed. 

O 

Most  of  the  above  tlrainage  was  cai’i'ied  out  alter  the 
visit  of  a Deputatii)!!  of  the  Halifax  Dural  Sanitary 
Authority  in  the  Summer,  after  a Repoi't  had  been  pre- 
sented Ijy  myself  and  the  Sanitary  lns[)ector  on  the 
drainage  of  the  district. 

I could  find  no  satisfacteny  cause  for  sevei’al  cases  of 
tliphtheria  and  tyj)hoid  fever  whiclM)ccurred  in  Hartshead, 
and  on  going  thoroughly  into  the  drainage  of  the  whole 
of  that  part  ol  the  village,  it  hecame  a])j)arent  that  a 
radical  alteration  was  needed.  Xo  time  was  lost,  I am 
haj)py  to  say,  after  a ])o]mtation  had  visited  this  and 
other  plactts,  in  carrying  out  a proper  system  of  drainage. 
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Holland  \va.s  also  visited  l)y  a De[)utation  on  a 
similar  errand,  but,  of  coui’se,  anything  like  a complete 
system  of  drainage  was  found  to  be  out  of  the  question. 
Several  tanks  were  ordered  to  be  constructed  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  these  being  regularly  emptied  and  kept 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Authority. 

The  drainage  of  ScaiT  Head,  Norland,  which  I 
commented  upon  in  my  last  Annual  liepoid,  is  still  in 
(jno,  as  it  was  found  that  the  Sowerb}^  Bridge  Local 
Jh)ard  had  no  sewer  to  which  we  could  have  connected 
by  agi’ecment. 

Tile  Surveyor  to  the  Sowerby  Bridge  Local  Bi.iard 
however  gave*  us  to  understand  that  a sewer  into  which 
the  jiroperty  at  Searr  Head  might  bo  drained  would 
probably  be  constructed  shortly  ; this  would  decidedly  be 
the  best  way  of  dealing  with  it. 

Failing  this,  however,  your  Council  should  consider 
the  advi.sabihty  of  eonstiaicting  a small  settling  tank  and 
filter  iieds  of  a similar  kind  to  those  used  Ibr  part  of  the 
sewage  of  Norwood  (Ireen,  suhstituiing  “Polarite”  or 
some  such  material  for  coke.  There  is  certainly  consider- 
able risk  in  l(‘a\  ing  the  drainage  as  it  is  now. 

The  sewage  taid'Cs  at  Norwood  Creen  are  still  in  the 
same  state  as  they  were  when  I reported  on  them  in 
IHitik  Though  the  efHueut  as  a rule  is  clear  and 
imioeiKuis,  it  eaimot  he  denied  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
filter-lxids  would  he  much  increased  by  the  cou.'^truction 
of  branch  carric'i's  to  distrihiite  the  sewage  over  the  whole 
of  the  filter-beds  ('(pially.  It  would  be  well  also  to  have 
a layer  of  “ ih)laritc  ” or  some  kindred  material,  some 
live  or  si.\  inches  in  depth,  bedded  \\  ith  lour  or  li\  e iiu-hes 
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of  sancl,  aiul  also  cowrcd  witli  six  or  cisilit  inches  of  the 
same  material  (»ii  the  lowc'r  iilter-hed  to  thoroughly 
[)iirify  and  oxidize  the  pai'tially  filtered  sewage  before  it 
passed  into  the  sfream. 

Scavenging^.  The  privy-middens,  &e.,  are  cleansed 
by  the  tenants  ; this,  of  eourse,  means  that  tlieir  contents 
accmnulate  until  they  are  wanted  on  the  land,  or  until 
a reasonable  offer  can  be  obtained  for  them.  The 
arrangement  is  ^'ely  unsatisfactory,  and  in  Clifton 
especially  is  in  urgent  need  of  alteration.  In  this  ])art 
of  the  district  it  was,  at  one  time  during  the  year,  resolved 
to  conti'act  for  the  eni])tying  of  privy-middens,  and 
tenders  were  advertised  for  ; the  cost,  however,  turned 
out  to  be  much  greater  than  anticipated,  and  the  matter 
was  dropped.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  for  cost  should  be 
a secondary  consideration  in  a matter  of  this  kind,  which 
so  directly  affects  the  public  health.  I would  earnestly 
suggest  that  a trial  be  made  of  the  system,  not  only  in 
Clifton  but  in  Skircoat — the  two  most  densely  populated 
parts  of  3mur  district — for  I d(^  not  think  the  st^stem  has 
ever  been  abandoned  after  once  being  adopted,  and  I am 
certain  from  the  numerous  complaints  which  have  reached 
me  through  your  Inspector  that  the  ratepa^mrs  would 
support  the  contract  system  after  once  having  experienced 
its  benefits. 
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Notiiic-ition  of  Infectious  Diseases  lias  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  January,  1890. 

The  Lsolation  Hospital  used  hy  the  Sick  of  tlie  District  is  the  Brighonse  District  Joint  Hospital,  situate  in  Clifton  (marked  H) 
and  used  for  Small-pox  only. 


TABLB  C 1894. 


Halifax  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

MI-]REI)IT1I  YOUNO,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Torni  of  Appoiiitnieut,  one  year.  Prosont  Salary,  £60. 

Special  Ptcports  ])resentc(l  ilnring  IS94  ? None. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

ARTHUR  ROWE.  Salary,  £72. 

IPiteaTle  Val ne  ( 1 HOI)  for  Poor  R;\te  and  Ooncral  District  Rate  ? £ I ! 67 
Oeneral  District  Rate  1894-6  ? Varied  in  different  Districts. 

Water  Supply. 

Any  e.xtcn.sion  or  change  during  1894?  No. 

Average  daily  consumption  jier  head?  Varies  in  dilterent  Districts. 
Action  on  Lead?  None. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Extension  or  Improvements  during  1894 

At  Clifton,  200  yards  of  12  in.s.  Sewer  laid. 

At  Ilartshead,  187  yards  of  12  ins.  „ 

100  , hill''-  ..  an  1 Sewage  Tank. 

> J ^ ’ 

^ee  text  of  Rejiort. 

Scavenging. 

Are  the  privy  middens,  &c.,  cleansed  hy  sanitary  staff,  by  contractors, 
or  hy  tenants?  By  tenants. 

Ere.picncy?  Very  irregularly.  Annual  Cost  ? Ace  text  of  Report. 

Is  the  jn-esent  arrangement  satisfactory  No. 

Bye=Laws,  Regulations,  and  Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889  ? .Tanuary,  1890.  ' 
Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890?  Not  adopted. 

Public  lhailth  Acts  Amendment.  Act,  1890.  Not  adopted, 
llogulations  umler  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  ami  Milk.shops  Orders  ? 189  I 

Building  Bye-Laws?  None. 


5 


Itcjrul.if I'd  Huildin^'s. 
'I'rado.'i,  . 

Xmidu'f 

( leiicrnl  ( 'oiidition. 

Legal 

I’l'oecofliiig.si 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging- 
housos  ... 

• • 

.None. 

(k'ln.al  Boats 

1 1 

Fairly  sati.sfactory 

(N>iil  inns 

«>'i  B Hn.'its 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

1 

(Jenerallv  un.satisfactory 

Bakelumses 

1 good,  1 unsuitable 

Dairies  .. 

Cowsheds 

•2S 

h’airly  satisbictory 

Milkshoivs 

Oll’ensive  d'rades  .. 

1 

rnsatisfactorv- odtera- 

([’lease  s]'Ofity  nature). 

Curvierssli 

tions  in  hand 

None. 

Schomes  before  L.  (J.  H.  | 

1;.  (t.  ]b  Eiwuiiries  ..  None. 
Ij  ( J.  Ib  Inspections  . . . ' 


Death  Returns. 

(o)  Number  of  e;icb  sex  : — .Male,  1 1 !•  ; Female,  (i'J. 

(h)  Number  Illegitimate.  No  returns  obtained. 

Deaths. 

(«)  Number  of  eacb  sex  : — Male  till  : Femab*,  o.t. 

Births. 

What  correction  (if  any)  is  made  for  non-residents  dyinif  witbiii  the 
Disti'ict?  None  nece.s.sary. 

Are  any  lleturns  obtained  of  deaths  of  residents  occui'rinc’  in  ])ublic 
institutions,  rWorkbou.ses,  Ilosjutals,  Nc.,)  outside  the  District 
Yes.  No  correction  necessary. 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  Bods  4S.  Charges  to  Patients  r’  Nil. 

Construction  (Brick,  Stone,  'Wood,  Iron,  Altered  Ilou.se  or  Cot- 
tage, &c.,  &:c.)  ^ Corrugated  Iron  and  AVood. 

Additions  or  Alterations  during  1S94  f None. 

What  Diseases  are  admitted  f Small-pox  onl}'. 

How  many  different  diseases  at  one  time  { One. 

Disinfection. 

A])i)aratus  (Steam  ^ Hot  AiiA)  Steam. 

^ erk  done  in  1894  { Few  Beddings  disinfected. 
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Sanitary  - Work. 

'rotnl  Xuiuliev  of  Xuisaiicos  in  haiul  at  close  of  IS'.IP,  ? 13. 

At  close  of  1 ti'J  l ? 37. 

Keporteil  (luring  1 SI)  H 'iOl.  Abated  during  1 S9  t ? 177. 

Total  X^o.  of  Suiuiiioiiscs  or  other  legid  proceedings  i Xono. 

House  Drainage. : — Xund)er  of  Sinks  disconnected  during  1894  i*  14. 

Closets. 

Xuinber  constructed  during  1894  ? 14  Ib'ivy  Middens. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters. 

llou.ses  unlit  for  habitation  ? One  reported  (remedied,  or  in  course  of.) 
Overcrowding?  One  remedied. 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food  ? One.  Prosecutions?  Xone. 

.''amples  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act>  ? X’one. 

Pro.secutions  ? Xone. 

River  Pollution  ? X^one. 

Smoke  Abatement?  01>servations  made  but  no  infringement  met  with. 
Workshops?  X^one. 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 


Copy  of  Report  of  Inspector,  1894. 


To  fhc  Chairman  and  Menihers^  of  the  Ihirrd  District 
Council  of  the  Ilalifax  Union. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  resjiectfully  to  submit  my  Amuial  Keport 
of  Inspections  made  by  me  of  Canal  .Boats  passing 
tlirono-h  the  District  of  yonr  Antliority  for  tlie  year 
endino;  December  81st,  181)4. 

I liave,  with  one  exception,  found  tlie  boats  in  good 
condition,  clean  and  well  kept. 

The  sleeping  accommodation  I have  in  every  case 
found  satisfactory,  and  in  no  case  liave  I found  children 
on  board. 

I beg  to  add  tlie  following  details  of  my  Inspections  ; 

1.  The  number  of  boats  inspected  is  11,  as  against  12 
in  181)8. 

L>.  Contraventions  of  tlie  Act  and  Kcgulations  weri' 
found  to  exist  on  three  of  tliem  and  w'ei’c  as 
follows  : — 

Absence  of  Certiticates  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  Water  Vessels  ...  ...  2 

■Bepaii's  ancl  Painting  rciiuired  ...  ...  i 

Xot  Pi’operly  Marked  ...  ...  ...  L 
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.8.  Notices  of  CoiiD'avciitioiis  liuve  l)(j('ii  S('iit  to  tlic 
i‘esj)eeti\'e  ownei's  in  two  cases  and  Iiave  been 
coin[)lie(l  with.  Die  owner  of  tlie  tliird  boat 
bavino-  promised  to  re-paint  and  I'cpaii'  liis  vessel 
T did  not  foi’vaird  Inin  a notice. 

4.  No  boats  have  been  detained  for  cleansing-  oi- 

disinfection. 

5.  There  has  been  no  case  of  illness  of  any  description 

met  with. 

I may  add  that  tlu'  nnmbei'  of  boats  insjiected  wonld 
haA'e  lieen  larg’cr  it  there  was  a basin  or  stoppling  place* 
in  your  district.  (4n  three  occasions  I liave  joiirneved 
to  Noi’th  J3ean  for  the  jiurjiose  of  inspecting  boats 
passing  through  the  Skircoat  portion  of  your  distinct 
and  have  been  unable  to  meet  with  a single  lioat. 

I have  invariably  found  the  persons  in  charge  of  the 
respective  boats  courteous  and  obliging  and  readv  to 
offer  every  assistance  for  the  projier  insjiection  of  their 
boats. 

I am,  (Tcntlemen, 

Voui'  obedient  Servant. 


ARTHUR  ROWE, 

C<AiiaJ  Boat  Li.'ipector. 


CHART  shewing  Deaths  from  Principal  Diseases  or  Groups  of  Diseases 
in  Halifax  Rural  Sanitary  District  during  the  year  1894. 


Respiratory 

Diseases 

(excluding 

Phthisis). 


Diseases  of 
Nervous 
System. 


Old  age. 


Heart  . 
Disease. 


Cancer 


Phthisis 
(Consumption 
of  the  Lungs). 


Diphtheria 

and 

Membranous 

Croup. 


Whooping 

Cough 


Typhoid 

Fever. 
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